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Abstract
“The Sari Shop” by RupaBajwa, examining how urbanization influences’s identity in contemporary India. It explores 
the protagonist’s journey in reconciling traditional values with modern influences within the bustling city of Amritsar. 
The abstract analyzes the conflicts faced by the protagonist, Ramchand, in shaping his identity amidst societal changes, 
highlighting the author’s narrative techniques in portraying these complexities. Ultimately, it seeks to illuminate how the 
novel vividly captures the struggle of personal identity within a rapidly evolving urban landscape.
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Introduction

RupaBajwa’s ‘The Sari Shop’ intricately weaves the tale 
of Ramchand, a young man striving to carve his identity 
amidst the whirlwind of urbanization and societal shifts in 
Amritsar, India. The narrative offers a poignant exploration 
of the challenges faced by individuals as they grapple with 
preserving traditional values while assimilating modern 
influences in an ever-evolving urban landscape.

Urbanization and Its Influence on Identity

Urbanization serves as a catalyst in the transformation 
of societal norms and individual identities. Ramchand’s 
experiences in the bustling city of Amritsar reflect the 
clash between traditional values and the pervasive impact 
of modernization. The sari shop, where Ramchand works, 
becomes a microcosm symbolizing this cultural struggle.

The author employs vivid narrative techniques to depict 
Ramchand’s internal conflicts. His interactions with diverse 
urban inhabitants, from affluent customers to the destitute, 
highlight the spectrum of societal changes occurring within 
the city. Through these encounters, the novel exposes the 
dichotomy of embracing contemporary values while holding 
onto familial and cultural traditions.

Cultural Conflict and Personal Struggles

Ramchand’s journey embodies the struggle many face in 
reconciling their roots with the allure of urban life. His 
longing for a better future clashes with the weight of familial 
expectations and societal norms. His relationship with the 

English-speaking Pinky represents the collision of contrasting 
worlds, showcasing the intricate layers of cultural conflict 
and personal dilemmas faced by urban individuals.

The sari shop, a symbol of tradition, becomes a battleground 
where Ramchand grapples with his evolving identity. His 
interactions within this space reflect the broader societal 
shift and the conflicting emotions associated with embracing 
or rejecting traditional values in an urban setting. In ‘The 
Sari Shop,’ the spaces within the city play a significant role in 
shaping the characters’ identities. One notable space is the 
sari shop, where the main character, Ramchand, experiences 
a transformative shift in his identity. The sari shop serves 
as a microcosm of urban life, symbolizing the collision of 
tradition and modernity. It’s a place where the vibrant colors 
of traditional saris coexist with the fast-paced urban lifestyle. 
Ramchand, who comes from a rural background, steps into 
this urban space and encounters a world vastly different 
from what he’s accustomed to. The unfamiliar surroundings, 
the hustle and bustle of customers, and the dazzling array of 
saris contribute to a sense of disorientation and awe.

Ramchand’s entry into the sari shop marks a turning point 
in his identity. It’s not just a physical transition but also a 
symbolic one, signifying his journey into the complexities 
of city life. In this urban space, Ramchand grapples with the 
contrast between his traditional roots and the modernity 
represented by the sari shop. The clash of these elements 
shapes his perception of self, prompting him to reevaluate 
his identity in the context of the city. Ramchand likely 
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experiences a sense of alienation and difference upon 
entering the sari shop. The urban environment challenges 
his preconceived notions and forces him to confront the 
evolving facets of his identity. The bustling activity within 
the sari shop might make Ramchand feel both insignificant 
and curious. The vibrant atmosphere could evoke a mix of 
excitement and discomfort, contributing to his evolving 
understanding of who he is in this new urban setting.

The sari shop becomes a space where Ramchand must 
navigate the complexities of balancing tradition and 
modernity. The traditional saris on display coexist with the 
contemporary urban lifestyle, reflecting the broader theme 
of cultural hybridity. Ramchand’s interactions within the sari 
shop, whether with customers or his employer, shape his 
identity by challenging his preconceptions and encouraging 
him to adapt to the changing urban landscape.

Ramchand, the protagonist, initially clings to his traditional 
craftsmanship in the sari shop. His expertise lies in the 
intricate art of creating handwoven saris, reflecting his rural 
roots. As he encounters the fast-paced, consumer-driven 
environment of the city, Ramchand grapples with preserving 
his traditional skills while meeting the demands for modern, 
commercially viable designs.

The characters continue to observe traditional rituals and 
festivals, such as Diwali, in the urban setting. These cultural 
celebrations offer moments where the characters maintain a 
connection with their roots. The depiction of these festivities 
illustrates the characters’ attempts to integrate traditional 
customs into the urban lifestyle, showing a harmonious 
coexistence of old and new.

The novel explores the dynamics of arranged marriages, a 
traditional practice in Indian culture. Characters grapple 
with the tension between adhering to family traditions and 
the desire for more modern, autonomous relationships. The 
characters’ romantic involvements showcase a negotiation 
between tradition and modernity, where individuals strive 
to find a balance that aligns with their personal values within 
the urban context.

Generational differences are highlighted in the conflicts 
between parents and children regarding career choices 
and lifestyle decisions. Traditional expectations clash with 
the aspirations of the younger generation.The characters 
must navigate these conflicts, seeking ways to honor family 
traditions while embracing the opportunities and challenges 
presented by the city.

The sari shop itself becomes a symbol of cultural identity. 
Traditional saris coexist with modern designs, representing 
the clash and fusion of old and new within the urban 
landscape. The characters, particularly Ramchand, embody 
the challenges of adapting traditional craftsmanship to meet 

the contemporary tastes of urban consumers, showcasing a 
delicate balance between heritage and innovation.

The characters navigate linguistic differences, with some 
expressing themselves in regional languages while others 
use English in the urban environment. Language becomes a 
reflection of cultural identity, and characters must find ways 
to communicate across linguistic diversity, symbolizing the 
blending of cultural roots with the linguistic demands of city 
life

Conclusion
This study contributes to the understanding of urbanization’s 
impact on identity in literature by providing a focused analysis 
of Rupa Bajwa’s ‘The Sari Shop.’ The unique contributions 
include:

Study offers an in-depth literary exploration of how 
characters in ‘The Sari Shop’ grapple with identity in the 
urban landscape. By analyzing the novel’s characters, spaces, 
and cultural dynamics, it contributes to the growing body of 
knowledge on urban identity within literature.

The study delves into the nuanced cultural hybridity 
depicted in ‘The Sari Shop,’ emphasizing the specific context 
of an Indian urban environment. This specificity contributes 
to a more comprehensive understanding of how cultural 
identity evolves in diverse global settings undergoing rapid 
urbanization.

By examining the economic shifts experienced by characters 
in the novel and their impact on identity, this study contributes 
to the intersectional analysis of socio-economic dynamics 
and individual identity within the context of urbanization.

With the rapid advancement of technology, future research 
could explore how digital spaces, social media, and 
technological innovations shape individual and collective 
identities in urban environments. This exploration could 
shed light on the evolving nature of identity in the digital 
age.

In conclusion, this study not only provides insights into ‘The 
Sari Shop’ but also lays the groundwork for future research 
that can further enrich our understanding of the intricate 
dynamics between urbanization and identity in literature. 
The multifaceted nature of these themes calls for ongoing 
exploration and analysis to capture the evolving complexities 
of the urban experience.
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